
f 12. (New) A recombinant fusion polypeptide, comprising: 

(a) an immunogenic portio\ wherein the immunogenic portion comprises at 
least two Vmunogenic peptides, the peptides comprising at least 10 amino acids and capable of 
e^miranTnimune^spense-agaimt-Grou p A Streptococci; and 

(b) a C-terminal peptide wlich protects the immunogenicity of the 
im munogenic portion, wherein the C-terminal pep\d e is in addition to the immunogenic portion 
and is not required to stimulate an immune responseWainst Group A Streptococci. 

13. (New) The polLptife according to claim 12 wherein the C-terminal 
peptide is a reiteration of at least one ofjjfe^unogenic peptides. 




3 14. (New) The peptide according to claim 12 wherein the C-terminal 
peptide is a peptide from another pathogefl 

3, 15. (New) The polypeptide according to any one of claims 12-14 wherein at 
least one of the immunogenic peptidls is from a Group A Streptococci serotype selected from the 
group consisting of 1, 1.1, 2, 3, 4, 5, \, 1 1, 12, 13, 14, 18, 19, 22, 24, 28, 30, 48, 49, 52 and 56. 
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(^jjp\ 3 16. (New) The polypeptide according to claim 15 wherein the immunog 

<^ /portion comprises six immunogenic peptii 

^ 17. (New) The polypeptide according to any one of claims 12-14 wherein at 
least one of the immunogenic peptides is fromV serotype 1 Group A Streptococci. 

b 18. (New) The polype according to claim 17 wherein the immunogenic 
portion comprises six immunogenic pe 

V o, 19. (New) The polypeptide according to any one of claims 12-14 wherein at 

6^east one of the immunogenic peptides is fro\ a serotype 4 Group A Streptococci. 
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2 20. (New) The rtKdrtide according to claim 19 wherein the immunogenic f 
portion comprises six immunogenic^Beptides. 

^pJj^) $ 21. (New) The polypeptide according to any one of claims 1 2-1 4 wherein at , 
least Ze of the immunogenic peptides is fro\r) a Serotype 5 Group A Streptococci^ 

3 22. (New) The po^gStide according to claim 21 wherein the immunogenic 
portion comprises six immunogeniCypeptides. 

\ ^ 23. (New) The polypeptide according to any one of claims 12-14 wherein at 
9j least ojfe of the immunogenic peptides\s from a serotype 6 Group A Streptococci. 
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3> 24. (New) The polypeptide according to claim 23 wherein the immunog 
portion comprises six immunogenic peptides 

°y 25. (New) The polypffl^a/icording to any one of claims 12-14 wherein at 
least one of the immunogenic peptides mSai serotype 12 Group A Streptococci. 
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^ 26. (New) The polypeptide according to claim 25 wherein the immunog 
portion comprises six immunogenic peptides 

^ x< X / 27. (New) A composition for promoting an immune response against Group 
*~2$^ A Streptococci, comprising: 

(a) a recombinant fusion polypeptide, comprising: 

^; (i) an immunogenic Wion wherein the immunogenic portion 
comprises at least two immunogenic peptides, the peptides comprising at least 10 amino acids 
and capable of eliciting an immune response against Grtmp A Streptococci; and 
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(ii) a C-terVinal peptide which protects the immunogenicity of the 
\ immunogenic portion, wherein the C-tenninal peptide is in addition to the immunogenic portion 
and is not required to stimulate an immune response against Group A Streptococci; and 

^ a ^haHna<^tically^ceptahle_exci pient or diluent. 



28. (New) The compositionykccording to claim 27 wherein the C-terminal 
\ peptide is a reiteration of at least one of tr^frj^ujiogenic peptides. 

29. (New) The condition according to claim 27 wherein the C-terminal 
peptide is a peptide from another pathogen. 

^%^} ^ (NCW) T \^ COmpOSiti ° n according t0 my ° ne ° f ° laimS 27 " 29 ' fUrther 

comprising an adjuvant. 



~- 31. (New) The cony: 



seegdmg to c1aiiiLi0j^ erein the adjuvant is 



alum or Freundls-adjTlvant. 



32. (New) The composition according to any one of claims 27-29, further 



an 



comprising an immunomodulatory cofactor 

*b 33- (New) The compSi according to claim 30, further comprising 
immunomodulatory cofactor. 

°? 34. (New) The cojnpo«1iSn^"according to~~claim 32 wherein the 
immunomodulator^cofactorirselected from the group consisting of IL-4, IL-10, y-IFN, IL-2, 
IL-12, andJ-L^Tl. 
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35. (New) The comJMcm according to claim 33 wherein the 
immunomodulatory cofactor is selected^ the group consisting of IL-4, IL40, y-IFN, IL-2, 
IL-12, andIL-15. 

^ — (New) The composition according to any one of claims 27=29-wheretn-at- 
least one of the immunogenic peptide! is from a Group A Streptococciserotype selected from the 

• ♦■ «fi i i ? 1 4 S 6 11 12 13 14 18, 19,22,24,28,30,48,49, 52 and 56. 
group consisting of 1, 1.1, l, 3, % •>, °> y> 1Z ' 1J > in > lo ' 1V ' ' ' 




yt|\ ^ 37. (New) The composWn according to claim 36 wherein the immunoge 
^ p^ortioncomprises six immunogenic peptide^ 

^ 38. (New) The compositiorLccording to any one of claims 27-29 wherein at 
least one of the immunogenic peptides is from a\erotype 1 Group A Streptococci. 

5 39. (New) TheJSjtf^ition according to claim 38 wherein the immunogenic 

portion comprises six immunogenic peptides. 



■ Q% 40. (New) The composition according to any one of claims 27-29 wherein at 
least one of the immunogenic peptides^ from a serotype 4 Group A Streptococci. 



")> 41 . (New) The c^&o)ition according to claim 40 wherein the immunogenic 
portion comprises six immunogeni^Epudes. 

<^ 42. (New) The competition according to any one of claims 27-29 wherein at 
test one of the immunogenic peptides is from a serotype 5 Group A Streptococci. 

^ 43. (New) The coriffisltion according to claim 42 wherein the immunogenic 

portion comprises six immunogenic 
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C^^^py 44. (New) Th\ composition according to any one of claims^27-29 wherein at 
least on/of the immunogenic peptides is from^aserotype 6 Group A Streptococci,/ 

45. (New) The composition according to claim 44 wherein the immunogenic 

portion comprises six immunogenic peptides. 



^ 46. (New) The co 

least one of the immunogenic peptide!; 



?sition according to any one of claims 27-29 wherein at 



rom'aserotype 12 Group A Streptococci 



5 47. (New) The composition according to claim 46 wherein the immunogenic 

portion comprises six immunogenic peptides. 



48. (New) A method for Vaccinating a host against Group A Streptococci 
.^infections, comprising administering a composition according to any one of claims27-29. 

49 (New) The metho\ according to claim 48 wherein administering the 
composition elicits opsonic antibodies. 

50. (New) The method according to claim 48 wherein the opsonic antibodies 
do not cross-react with host tissue. 




^ 51. (New) A method for vaccinaW a host against ^Group A Streptococci 
infections, comprising administering a composition according to claim 30. 

^ 52. (New) A method for vaccinating aV>st against Jjroup A Streptococci 
infections, comprising administering a composition according to claim 33. 



53. (New) A method for vaccinating a host afeainst Group A Streptococci 
infections, comprising administering a composition according to clain^37. 
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